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THE ROOKIE 

 
fficer John Gibson was a rookie on the 300 man police 

force in Miami Beach, Florida. After 6 months in the 

police academy and 3 additional months training with 4 

different Field Training Officers he was allowed to patrol the 

streets alone. Over the radio came his first call. 

“Unit 23, Unit 23,” said the female dispatcher. 

“Unit 23, Qsk,”1 said Gibson as he pulled over to take 

notes. 

“Take a 22 at Mel’s Diner, 487 Jackson Street. See the 

owner standing out front,” said the dispatcher in a calm voice. 

“Qsl, Unit 23, Out,”2 said John as he turned on his blue 

lights and quietly sped to the scene. 

A ‘22’ call is for a drunk person. Sometimes a drunk will 

be friendly and listen to your commands or they could be 

violent, carry a knife and say, ‘I am not going to jail’. 

You just never know what you will run into on a drunk 

call. All you can do is stay alert and watch the person’s hands. 

                                                 
1 Qsk = Speak to me. 
2 Qsl = I read you. 

O
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“You just do not know how anyone high on drugs or 

alcohol will act,” said Gibson’s last field training officer who 

was hurt a few weeks ago from a ‘22’ call. 

Officer Rogers was back on patrol after receiving 4 

stiches in his scalp. He hated domestic calls. No one likes to be 

told what to do in their own home. Plus, if they have weapons 

they have time to hide them. They have time to use them as 

well. 

On Officer Rogers’ last call a middle-aged married 

couple were fighting in the living room. It took Officer Rogers 

and 2 other policemen to tackle the husband and place the 

handcuffs on him. 

The drunk homeowner was punching his wife in the face 

over and over when the officers walked in. He had just thrown 

a chair into their television set in the living room. 

 

As the officers focused on placing their handcuffs on the 

drunken man, his wife struck Officer Rogers over the head 

with a wooden broom handle. She hit the officer 2 more times 

in rapid succession. “Leave my husband alone, I love him,” she 

kept saying in a drunken voice. 

Officer Rogers walked up to John after roll call that 

morning, removed his cap, pointed to his 4 stiches and said, “I 
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was lucky the broom handle wasn’t a knife. Be careful out 

there.” 

“I will, Sir.” 

Officer Gibson arrived on his first drunk call in front of 

Mel’s Diner and met with the owner. 

“I have 3 drunken men sitting on my trash dumpster. 

They keep shouting over and over to my workers, “Feed us! 

Feed us! Feed us!” 

The restaurant owner was a nice old man named Willie. 

He didn’t want the drunks arrested, just to leave his property 

and to never come back. 

Gibson and the owner were about to enter the restaurant 

when a police cruiser showed up. It was Officer Rogers. “Came 

to watch how you handle your first ‘22’ call.” 

All 3 walked through the closed restaurant at midnight, 

into the kitchen and out the back door. Sitting on a closed trash 

dumpster were the 3 drunks. They all were in their sixties and 

very loud. They were talking and singing till they saw the 2 

lawmen approach. 

Officer Gibson took charge of his first rookie call. “Men, 

I am Police Officer Gibson and this is my partner, Officer 

Rogers. Standing by the backdoor is the restaurant owner and 

his name is Willie. 
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The owner wants you to leave and never come back. 

Willie will tell you that in front of me. If you ever return, you 

will be arrested for trespassing after a warning is issued.” 

The drunks just kept drinking their beers. 

 

“Now keep your hands in front of you for my safety. 

Then after your trespass warning is given by the restaurant 

owner, you will get off the dumpster. I want you to stand there 

so I can search each of you for weapons. Acknowledge that 

each of you have heard my instructions.” 

All 3 drunks started singing at the same time, “Yes, 

Officer.” 

Willie shouted from the safety of his backdoor. “Stay 

away from my family restaurant. Do not come back.” 

John had all 3 men jump off the dumpster. He searched 

them for weapons as his partner covered him. In a shirt pocket 

of all 3 he found an empty cigarette pack with a folded 

matchbook. 

Inside each matchbook was a hidden razor blade placed 

by the edge. Drunks did this for protection. It acts like a box 

cutter knife. 
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The drunks would pretend to smoke, grab the matchbook 

and slice your hand, face or throat if they felt their life was in 

danger. 

If you did not know about the ‘matchbook razor blade 

trick’ you could get hurt. Gibson learned about this trick in the 

police academy and from each of his field training officers. 

“Gentlemen, you are under arrest for being drunk and for 

carrying a concealed weapon. Place your hands behind your 

back, please.” 

One of the drunks spoke up. “You must be a rookie, you 

said please.” He started laughing and the other 2 drunks joined 

in. 

All 3 were escorted through the closed restaurant and 

placed into the back of Officer Gibson’s patrol car. 

Officer Rogers turned to John and said, “Good job. Take 

them to the new Detox Center in Miami.” 

Officer Gibson drove off with the 3 men singing songs 

and laughing at each other’s dirty jokes. It was like they were 

at a party. They were having a good time. 

When John reached the top of the causeway bridge that 

connected Miami Beach to Miami he realized he did not know 

the location of the new Detox Center. 
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He didn’t want to call his dispatcher or a fellow officer 

for directions because they would just make fun of him at his 

next rollcall. 

John had an idea. He turned to the 3 drunks he was 

transporting. “Men. I need directions to Miami’s Detox Center 

that opened a few weeks ago.” 

“Buy me a pack of smokes and I will tell you,” said one. 

The other 2 piped in, “Buy us something to eat at McDonalds 

and we will take you there.” They all started laughing and 

singing, “The rookie is lost, the rookie is lost.” 

Gibson turned to the 3 stooges at a traffic light and said, 

“You have a deal.” 

The drunks started clapping. 

“I will buy each of you a meal and a pack of smokes in 

exchange for directions to Miami’s Detox Center. You have to 

promise not to tell anyone about our deal.” 

All 3 promised. The officer bought each of them a meal 

and a pack of smokes. They then directed Officer Gibson to 

Miami’s new Detox Center.  Once inside the facility they were 

led to a holding cell. 

Gibson started to leave when one of the drunks shouted, 

“Hey, Officer, do you need directions back to Miami Beach?”  

The other 2 drunks started singing, “The rookie is lost.” 
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The officer turned to them and replied, “I know the way 

back.” 

 

LESSON 1. BUY A GPS DEVICE. 

LESSON 2. BE NICE TO THE DRUNKS. 

 

THE END 
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THE LIAR 

 
oe Cummings has been a police officer in Naples, Florida 

for 28 years. He only has 2 months to go till his retirement. 

On his dinner breaks he would sit in his patrol car and 

read the brochure about ‘Look Out Mountain’. This was a log 

cabin style community in the hills of North Carolina about 50 

miles north of Greenville. 

All the retired cops from his department were now living 

in Look Out Mountain. They asked him to read the brochure 

and pay them a visit. If he did, they were sure he would buy a 

cabin there and settle down because it was very peaceful. 

The police dispatcher came on the air and said, “All 

units, take a fight in progress inside Joe’s Bar, at 248 Bird 

Road. The manager says at least 7 men with broken beer 

bottles are going at it.” 

 

Cummings put down the brochure, turned on his blue 

lights and siren and sped in the direction of the bar. Four 

minutes later he joined other officers arriving at the scene. 

J
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They arrested all the men. One officer was slightly hurt 

breaking up the fight. 

“You’re going to miss being a cop,” said Officer Drake 

as he lit a cigarette. 

“Not one bit,” said Joe. “I plan to play golf, fish and just 

relax in my log cabin on Look Out Mountain.” 

“That is what Officer Mitchell said to me as well. It 

lasted 4 months. Now he is back on patrol.” 

“Not me, Drake. When I leave here I plan to just relax.” 

“I will check up on you in 4 months to see if it’s true.” 

Cummings was walking back to his patrol car when the 

dispatcher called him on his radio. “Unit 26. Unit 26.” 

“Unit 26, Qsk.” 

 

“Take a ‘44’ sleeping in the lobby of the Holiday Inn, 

located at 3922 Lake Drive. See the night clerk; he will show 

you where the ‘44’ is sleeping.” 

“Unit 26, Qsl.” 

Ten minutes later the desk clerk walked the officer over 

to a leather couch by the closed bar and pointed to a man 

snoring loudly. 
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“I was cleaning up when I heard him. He wasn’t snoring 

till just a few minutes ago.” The clerk then returned to cleaning 

up the lobby. 

Cummings bent over the sleeping man and could smell a 

strong odor of whiskey as he did so. He shook the man awake 

and ordered him to stand. The drunk in his forties did as he was 

told. 

The officer asked the trespasser for identification and ran 

him on NCIC, but Bob Butler was clean. “Where do you live 

at, Sir?” 

“685 Broadway, apartment 5, Officer. Can you take me?” 

“Sure can.” 

“I was visiting some friends in room 1224 when they 

kicked me out for being drunk. I was going to walk home when 

I spotted this couch.” 

“Tell you what.  This time I will take you home, but next 

time …” 

“There will be no next time, I promise.” 

“Hop in the back of my patrol car and I will take you 

home.” 

“Thank you, Officer, thank you.” 
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On the ride over to his apartment Bob asked a question. 

“Can we stop at the 7-11 store? I want to buy a pack of 

smokes.” 

Joe pulled up to the store and opened the backdoor of his 

patrol car. The man’s trousers were wet and he smelled. 

“Did you just pee in my car?” 

“Sorry, Officer. I could not hold it.” 

“Give me the money and I will buy the pack of smokes 

for you. What kind do you want?” 

“I have no money on me. I can give you the money as 

soon as I get to my apartment. I smoke Cools One Hundreds” 

Cummings walked into the store, bought the drunk his 

pack of smokes and walked back out. 

“Here are your smokes. You owe me $5.” 

The accomodating officer drove Bob to the ‘Pacific 

Palace Apartments’ and let him out of his patrol car. “I will 

wait here. Go inside and get me my $5,” said the trusting 

officer. 

“Thank you again, Sir, for the ride. Sorry I went to the 

bathroom in your patrol car. I will be right back with your 

money.” 

Cummings waited and waited but the drunk never did 

come back. The officer walked into the building but there was 
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no apartment number 5. The officer returned to the Holiday Inn 

but room 1224 was a vacant room. He drove around the area 

but Cummings never found the drunk liar that night. 

For the next few weeks Joe responded to every drunk call 

on his shift. He was hoping to find the drunk liar that stole his 

money and urinated in his patrol car. 

One night, he finally got lucky. Sitting on a wall behind a 

closed business were 4 drunks. Cummings exited his patrol car, 

shined his flashlight in Bob’s face, and said, “You are under 

arrest.” 

“Just me?” 

“Yes, just you, and do you know why?” 

“No, Officer.” 

“You don’t remember me, do you?” 

“No, Officer.” 

“I spent $5 buying you a pack of cigarettes and all you 

did was pee in my car and lie to me about paying me back. I 

waited and waited for you to return but you snuck out the back 

of that apartment complex I took you to.” 

The other drunks sitting on the concrete wall said, “So 

you were the officer?” They started laughing. 
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Cummings placed the liar in the back of his patrol car 

and said to him as he closed the back door. “You better not pee 

inside my patrol car this time.” He drove him straight to jail. 

 

LESSON 1. DON’T LOAN DRUNKS ANY MONEY. 

LESSON 2. SAD YOU CAN’T BE NICE TO EVERYONE. 

 

THE END 
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THE HOTEL GUEST 

 
iami Beach, Florida is a resort city. On this July 

weekend all the hotels along the beach were sold out. 

It was a hot morning when Officer Mitchell G. Bundy received 

a call over his police radio. 

“Unit 24, Unit 24.” 

“This is Unit 24, Qsk.” 

“Take a 37 at The Hilton, 2435 Collins Avenue. See 

security.” 

“Unit 24, Osl.” 

Officer Bundy wrote the information down on his legal 

pad and sped to the scene. He walked into the hotel’s security 

office. There stood 3 men with cups of coffee in their hands. 

“You called the station about a person defrauding an 

innkeeper?” 

 

“Yes, Sir, we did. He is still in room 503”, said security 

officer Jackson as he shook the police officer’s hand. “Follow 

me, I will escort you to room 503.” 

M 
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As both men rode up in the elevator the security guard 

said, “The front desk started receiving room charges from the 

pool café, the gift shop and the spa. The front desk showed on 

their computer that room 503 was a check-out. So I went to 

room 503 to investigate.” 

“What did you find when you got there?” 

“A man sitting on the bed. He was only in his underwear 

watching TV. He did not belong in the room. He is still there 

because we have a guard posted outside the room waiting on 

you.” 

“How did he get a room key if the room was a check-

out?” 

“Good question! I do not know.” 

 

Both men entered room 503. The unwanted guest was 

eating a chicken meal he ordered from the café. Room Service 

brought up his meal. 

The security guard said, “This man promised our room 

service employee a tip, too.” 

Officer Bundy asked the man to stand up and show his 

identification. He had none. He said his name was Justin Miller 

and he gave his date of birth as November 5th, 1974. 
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The policeman ran his provided information in the NCIC 

computer but there were no hits. “How did you obtain a key to 

this room, Mr. Miller?” 

“I stole it off a maid’s cleaning cart.” 

“So after stealing the key you entered this room and 

started making charges?” 

“Yes, Officer. I was hungry.” 

“Well, the party is over. You are under arrest for 

defrauding an innkeeper. Stand up and get dressed.” 

 

Officer Bundy instructed the two guards as they escorted 

him and his prisoner down the hall to tell the maids to control 

the checkout guest keys from now on. He then placed the man 

into the back seat of his squad car and picked up his police 

radio. 

“Unit 24 to dispatch.” 

“Dispatch, Qsk.” 

“I will be back in service with 1 arrest for defrauding an 

innkeeper.” 

“Qsl. Take him over to Miami’s jail since ours is being 

remodeled.” 

“Qsl. En-route.” 
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Officer Bundy made small talk with the man on the drive 

over to Miami from Miami Beach. During the 20 minute 

transport ride, Justin said, “I lost my job as a cook a month ago 

and have been living on the beach.” 

 

“What you did was wrong. You can’t just walk into 

hotels, steal a room key and start pretending you are a guest,” 

said Officer Bundy. 

“I know, but it worked.” 

Officer Bundy escorted the unemployed man to the jail 

receiving desk. They were waiting for him to arrive. Miami 

Beach Dispatch had already called over that he was coming. 

Mitchell turned to his prisoner and said, “You can stay 

here at no charge.” He then drove back the 12 miles to Miami 

Beach and started handling other calls. 

One hour later, Officer Bundy received another 

defrauding an innkeeper call at the hotel next door to The 

Hilton. ‘What is going on with these defrauding an innkeeper 

calls?’ he thought as he pulled up to the Hotel Naughton. 

Security was waiting outside the hotel and escorted him 

to Penthouse 3. 
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Mitchell turned to the young guard and said, “This is my 

2nd call for defrauding an innkeeper in less than an hour.” 

“The unwanted guest charged items from our drug store 

and had a big dinner sent up to his room.” 

Both men entered Penthouse 3 and there in bed stuffing 

his face was Justin Miller. Office Bundy was in shock seeing 

him. 

“We meet again, Officer.” 

“How did you get out of jail so fast?” 

“I talked the Miami jail clerk into letting me go on my 

own reconnaissance.” 

“What? They gave you O.R.?” 

The security guard asked, “What is O.R.?” 

“O.R. means there is no bond money paid to the courts 

and no bond is posted. He is just released on his own 

reconnaissance after promising, in writing, to appear in court at 

a later date.” 

 

“The jail said they were overcrowded because Miami 

Beach was dropping their prisoners off at their facility and they 

were mad.” 

“They said that to you Mr. Miller?” 

“Yes. They were tired of all the extra paperwork.” 
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“So how did you get from the jail to The Hotel 

Naughton?” 

“I called a taxi and told the driver to drop me off at The 

Hilton. I told the driver to wait, that my wallet was in my room. 

I just walked out the back door of the hotel and walked the 

beach to this hotel.” 

“How did you get the key to Penthouse 3?” 

“I told the maid in the hallway that I left a few things in 

my room. I saw her earlier closing the door to the vacant 

room.” 

“Your name should be Justin Tricky, not Miller. Stand 

up, you are under arrest again for defrauding an innkeeper.” 

 

The man took one more bite of his meal and stood up. 

Officer Bundy escorted his prisoner out of the hotel and 

into the back seat of his patrol car. The patrolman then drove 

over to the Miami Jail again. This time Bundy said to the clerks 

on duty, “Gentlemen, do not let him out.” 

 

LESSON 1. DO NOT WALK INTO A HOTEL AND USE ANY 
KEYS THAT DO NOT BELONG TO YOU. 

LESSON 2. DO NOT OVERSTAY YOUR VISIT. EAT AND RUN. 

 

THE END
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THE BURGLARY 

 
he homeowner, Maxwell Stone, had a great plan. He was 

going to stage his own burglary and file a loss claim with 

his insurance company. 

There was just one problem. Adjuster Leroy Jenkins of 

State Farm Insurance hired a private investigator to check out 

the burglary.  This is what happened to Mr. Stone’s plan a few 

months later in court. 

Jimmy Evans, the owner of Evans Investigative Group, 

sat on the witness stand. At the defense table were the 

homeowner, Mr. Maxwell Stone and his high priced lawyer, 

Nick Shull. 

The prosecutor for the state, Barbara Covert, reminded 

the jury that this was a fraud case. The burglary was staged to 

collect $3 million from State Farm Insurance Company. 

“So explain in your own words, Mr. Evans, how you 

solved this bogus claim,” said Miss Covert as she spoke to the 

jury. 

T 


